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their own, she says. “People are not in-
volving veterinarians as ouch as they
used to, and ] don't have a problern with
that as long as it gets dooe properly, but
J think people are trying o manage things
themselves more than usual . ., The ladk
of Buidity of disposable incore has to-
tally impacted when they deem jt nec-
essary to involve a vet, and T think we're
80ing to see it get much more restrictve
— 1fs going 10 get worse before it gets
better?

P survey

There are few, if arty, statistics t show
how many equine veterinariaos share
that opinion, but the American Associ-
ation of Equine Practitioners 2008 mem-
bership survey does provide some intee-
esting insights tnto how members view
certain aspects of their profession.

Asked whether they agrec with the
statement, “There is a shortage of equine
practgioners in my area) 46 pergent of
respondents in the AAEP’s Great Lakes
region (Obio, Indiana, finots, Michigan
and Wisconsin) and 43 pereent of those
in the Padific region and Canada agreed,
as did 41 percent of thase in the North
Atlantic and Middle Aflantic states. But
only 33 percent in the Central region and
34 percent in the Northwest region per-
cetve a shortage (Table 3, p. 12).

On another survey question, §9 per-
cent of practitioners in 2008 said they
are not considering leaving equine prac-
tice for some other area of veterinary
medicine within the next three years.
Three years carlier, 74 percent said they
were not considering a change.

Of those in 2008 who miight be con-
sidering a change, the reason mast often
given was lifestyle issues (18 percent), fol-
lowed by income (9 percent) and planned
retirement {8 percent; Table 2, p. 12).

Other insightful responses came when
practitioners were asked whether they
agree with the statement, “Professtonal
longevity is of greater concern to an
equine practiioner than for those in
other branches of veterinary medicine.”
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Responses given in 2008 and 2005
were fairly consistent, In 2008, 37 per-
cent strongly agreed and 34 percent
“somewhat steongly” agreed with the
staternent. Ordy 3 percent strongly dis-
agreed and 8 percent said they “some-
what disagree,” with 19 percent neutral
toward the staternent (Eable 3, p. 13).

f

Owners of race and show horses are
far more bkely to have insurance for their

animals because they waat to protect
their investmens. The people who are
hit most hard by wugh economic tmes
are thase who owa horses cecreatonally.
Nocky Wessel, DVM, says people who
own one or two trail horses are muach
more likely to {orego routine veterinary
visits during rough finandal times.
Wessel, who practices at Prairie Equine
Veterinary Clinic in Barmington, [, says
the clinic has felt only a minimal eco-
Conlinueg 00 next gage B>
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TABLE 1
lrong 2 > 1 1 1 1 1 6
agree
Somewhal 24% 20% 23% 25% 25% 29% 23% 23% 27% 24° 22%
Total s > 4 . - R - 3% 37%
Agree
Somewhat 33% 27%  33% 33% 23% 36% 38% 33% 3% 38%
disagree
Swongly 28% 32%  26%  30%  42%  18%  29%  30%  2/%  30%  19%
disagree
Iotal 5 - 63% BT >
Disagree
nomic impact, since most of jts dients - ™= ™ | 1201 9
own show horses.
“Ninety-five percent of our clients
have major medical insurance, but we
do have some backyard dlients — peo-
ple swho awn one ot two horses —and
we definiitely don't sea as uch of them
as we used to”
(Many insurance polides don't cover 13 Ot CORSIGENNQ a change /s h
routine veterinary care.) Lifesty 19%
Loving said it is “the same old story”  |neame 5% %
of the wealthy not being impacted like ; 0
the poar: “Those people who have either Ptanmd retrement 70/0
mortality or medical insurance are not Disabilty 2% 3%
the anes feeling the qrunch because they Planned leave of absence 1%
typicalty have investments enough in ~ Other 5% 6%
thetr horses, although even some of my
wealthier clients are feeling it, but not  ershave ahousehold income of lessthan horses for racing, showing and breeding
foregoing medical care” $50,000,and 46 percent have an income a8 part of their business activities”
Sull, Loving says that although busi-  between $25,000 and $75,000.
ness is flatter than it has been in the past, Although the Economic Stimulus ~ FUES COSIS ¢ S
people ave sull paying their bilk “They’re At signed into law by President Bush in Horse owners are being hit on all sides
not stiffing me,” she says. Febnuary provided two tax incentives for by the weakening economy. The run-up
According to the American Horse  people in the hore industry; these ben-  1n gasoline prices is causing hay prices
Coundl, there are currently 92 million  efits are not geared toward those who  to soar,and is requiring many people to
horses in the United States, 2 million  are struggling finandalty. cut back on travel.
horse owners and 4.6 million Americans “The new law includes two tax in- Many horse owners have resorted to
mvolved in the industry as horse own-  centives that would allow a much big- trailer pooling and shared trips to eques-
exs, service providers, ermployess and val- e wiite-off for horses and other depre-  trian shows and events.
unfeers. dable property purchased and placed in Sorne equine practitioners are chang-
Of the 92 million herses in the United  service during 2008 said American Harse — ing the types of vehides they use to reach
States, 3.9 million are wsed for recreation,  Coundil President Jay Hickey in a press — dlients, seeking betier fuel economy.
2.7 million zre used for showing pur-  release. In addition, the wave of foredlosures
poses and about 845,000 are racehorses. “This should pravide an additional  across the country is fordng people o
Approximately 34 peroent of harse own- - incentive for people to invest in more  moave to smaller propertics.
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TARIF 3

37%
34%
19%

40%
34%
16%

Strongly agree
Somewhat agree
Neutral
Somewhata igree 7%
Strongly agree 3% 3%

“Recently ve seen a little bit more
calls from people who say they are mov-
ing, and I don't know if that’s because of
foreclosures, but I do know that we've
been having 2 Jot of them in this area”
said Hilary Wood, president and founder
of Front Range Equine Rescue in Lark-
spug, Colo.

“Fue) prices have skyrocketed and
grains have gone up fairly significantly
as well, and I know the economy has im-
pacted the cost of having horses because
you have trucks and trailers and the cost
of feed. So if you can't afford your mort-
gage on top of all of that, what are you
going to do?”

Still, marty horse owners say they am-
ply find a way to make ends meet.

Mary Rose, a professional trainer and
riding instructor who lives in Dripping
Springs, Texas, says she thinks most peo-
ple will “go without something for therm-
selves before they go without something
for their horses”

However, she concedes that there bas
been a growing number of reports of
horses being abandoned.

“Everything is always expensive with
horses,” Rose says.

Armour estimates that she spends
$10 to 315 a day per horse in her res-
cue facility, not including any special
medical needs. Since she is currently
housing 49 horses, this works out to
more than $700 a day, or $21,000 a
month on food. a significant increase
from last year.

Armour says her current expenses
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are 20 percent more than they were in
January 2007, and 5 percent more than
they were in January 2008.

Because most of the people who are
forced to give up their horses or cut cor-
1ers On veterinary care are not racehorse
or show horse awriers, Armour and other
horse-rescue group owners are making
a concerted effort to educate the public
as much as possible about the costs and
responsibilities associated with horse

“They're fragile, and they're very prone
to getting themselves in rouble. The av-
erage vet bill is hard to say, but you get a
lot of unexpected problems as well We
want to run more dlinics to help people
understand what it takes 1o own a horse™

It is anyone’s guess when the econ-
ormy will climb out of its current shump,
which means that, for now, strapped
horse owners will continue o cope as
best as they can. DVM
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ownership.
“You know that saying, ‘healthyasa  Tomseth is 3 graduate studenl @ Noditwestem
horse? Well it just ain't so,” says Armour. — University's Medill School of Journalism.
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